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Abstract:

This study examines the schooling experiences of children based on their rural or urban
residency, including educational resources, learning environments, and academic achievement.
Method: A descriptive survey research design was used with a sample of 100 school-based
children selected from the population through simple random sampling (50 rural students and 50
Urban). The study employed a standardized questionnaire and students” academic records on
data collection. The variables examined in this study focused on classroom infrastructure,
availability of learning resources and assistance from teachers; technological facilities and
support from parents. Mean, Standard Deviation and independent samples t-test were used for
data analysis to find significant differences between the two groups. Results show that urban
students have effectively greater access to educational resources, technological support and
adequate learning environments, while rural students encounter infrastructural barriers
hindering effective education. The research emphasizes the need for rural-urban specific
educational policies to mitigate the existing rural-urban gap and ensure equitable access to

quality education, which is imperative for sustainable expansion of education system.
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Introduction

Education is perhaps the most crucial instrument of human and social development. It enriches
children with the knowledge, skills, values and attitude which they need for their individual
development and social advancement. Not only does quality education help you achieve
academically but it also assists in the economic, cultural and political development of our country.
Today, every child has the right to education irrespective of age, gender or even where he/she
comes from (location-wise). But rural and urban areas tend to suffer from gaps in accessibility for
quality education, availability of schooling opportunities, placing them further behind on the

educational curve.

The education process is important in determining how children turn out intellectually, emotionally
and socially. Schools serve as structured learning centers where children gain knowledge, develop
analytical and critical thinking skills, as well as social values. Schooling works based on several
elements, you can take infrastructure, teacher quality, appropriate learning instruments, parental
support and an overall good educational environment. All of these are critical variables that differ
between rural and urban schools, affecting the student experience as well as academic

achievement.

Generally speaking, rural areas are typically under-served with fewer resources such as educational
institutions, lack of infrastructure facilities to cater students and teaching professionals or
Illegitimate approaches from the teachers; they are short-staffed for qualified educators while also
lacking access to technology. Most rural schools lack sufficient classrooms, libraries and
laboratories as well as good transportation and student’s irregular to school. The financial hardship
and decreased parental education might serve as barriers to the educational opportunities that rural
children can acquire. However, this may be the headwind against rural students, but they remain
determined and with the right public and private support channels in place — in such a way as to
take advantage of educational policies that excel in value-based training through dedicated

teachers; Local solutions can bring change.

On the other hand, there are generally good infrastructure facilities, efficient teaching staff with a
higher qualification and technological amenities along with greater access to educational resources
in urban schools. More engaged urban students are found in schools with smart classrooms,
technology-based learning, sports and a competitive academic atmosphere. Parents in urban
settings may also be more aware of educational opportunities and able to offer greater academic
support to their children. That said, urban schooling can be quite challenging. It also takes its toll

on the overall learning experience of urban children, who might find themselves grappling with
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excessive numbers of pupils in a classroom, academic pressure (coming from both the school and

home) as well as social disadvantages.

The disparity in rural versus urban schooling has garnered the interest of educators, researchers,
and policy makers throughout the world. A lot of research shows rural students go to different
schools with unequal resources — whether that is lower scores, fewer teachers or outdated
facilities and just generally poorer student outcomes than their peers in the city. These types of
differences can have lasting effects on children bold educational attainment, career success, and
quality of life. Thus, knowledge of how these gaps differ in form and the extent to which they exist

is crucial for creating effective educational policies and interventions.

The Government of India has initiated various reforms to enhance the quality of education in rural
and urban areas. The Government has also undertaken several initiatives to provide all children
with equitable opportunities for education like RTE, Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, Mid-Day Meal
Scheme (MDM) and Digital Education Initiatives. Nevertheless, inequality in the field of
education persists, particularly in rural areas where scarce resources continue to impact on

schooling outcomes.

This study examines the difference between schooling in children who attend rural and those
attending urban Punjab schools. As such, it aims to explore variations in access to educational
material and conditions of learning, and differences in educational attainment between students
from the two contexts. The purpose of the analysis is to identify the strengths and problems
connected with rural and urban schooling, to contribute knowledge that can improve education for

all children, and to facilitate policy-making for educators.

The implication of this research is that it has the potential to take us closer to understanding
educational inequalities and driving improvements in student learning. The results might help
school administrators and teachers, parents and policymakers to formulate approaches to reduce
inequalities in order to promote inclusive education. They are the building blocks for economic
stability; The availability of equal educational opportunities for both rural and urban children is

interlinked with social justice, national development, and transformational educational progress.
Review of Literature

Literature review is the synopsis of related stories or studies, imperative to any topic or research.
Reader gets to know the previous work done in the field, recognizes a research gap, and lays down
a theoretical base for the researcher. This review concentrates on the literature focusing on rural

and urban schooling, school settings and learning environment as well as child academic outcomes.
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The difference in achievement between rural and urban schools has been of the earliest concerns
in education research. It is well documented by researchers that geographic location has a large
impact on educational opportunities and outcomes. Challenges unique to rural schools may be
linked to infrastructure, availability of qualified teachers, accessibility and availability of learning
resources while urban schools usually have better facilities and institutions which support well in

the field of education.

Coleman et al. In an influential paper on educational equity, Coleman et al. (1966) found that
school resources and family background have a significant impact on student performance. The
study found that students at schools with better facilities and educational environments performed
better academically. All this highlighted remained pertinent to distinguishing between schooling
in towns and those that happen to be near — but distinctly different from other urban development

such as cities.

For instance, UNESCO (2015) pointed out that possibilities for learning are still unequal around
the world. According to the report, children in rural areas - who are severely underrepresented
across all tiers of the education system - face greater enrollment vs drop out rates, as well as being
generally deprived of access to quality and adequate educational infrastructure. World Vision said
that it will continue its campaign striving for equal access to learning for all children, no matter

where they live and at what stage they are forced to go through.

In a study of disparity in elementary education in the Indian context, Govinda and Bandyopadhyay
(2010) found substantial differences in infrastructure and educational outcome between rural and
urban schools. The result of the study show that urban schools tend to be better equipped with
facilities such as libraries, laboratories and digital learning tools. In contrast, many rural schools

lack teaching materials and qualified staff.

Kingdon (2007), in a study on determinants of educational achievement in India, wrote that
variables such as school quality, teachers' effectiveness and intensity of parental involvement are
linked with children's performance. Obtaining the best for urban students is not without challenges,
but this study indicated that improved access to learning resources and environments helps this

group achieve more.

Annual status of education report China (ASER) is every human right-based national survey
released by Pratham, providing invaluable insights on the educational status of children in India.
Learning gaps among students, particularly rural children in India who had difficulty continuing

their education with basic reading and arithmetic skills were also revealed in the report. Even
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though educational access has improved over the years, challenges surrounding quality have been

a continuing issue of rural schooling.

Singh and Sarkar, 2015 — A study to identify educational inequalities among the Indian students.
The results suggested that differences in academic achievement are largely attributed to the effects
of socioeconomic status, parent education and school infrastructure. Urban schools typically had
great educational environments and extra avenues to continue learning for the students that led to

better grades versus rural.

Evidence from the international literature also indicates rural-urban differences in school
performance. Arnold et al. For example, McCoy and Theeboom (2005) discussed issues of
educational opportunity in rural communities and argued that the lack of educational resources
alongside shortages in staffing contributed to lower student outcomes. The research pointed out

the critical need for focused actions to reform rural education systems.

Biddle and Azano (2016) examined the rural education literature, identifying barriers and
opportunities for rural schools. However, rural schools usually have frequent contact with people
in the community and teachers tend to know their students well on a one-on-one basis, although
resource concerns do remain. These elements can impact students to better engage and be

motivated.

Absorbing knowledge is another element of schooling. Fraser (2012) highlighted that positive
school climates promote student achievement, motivation and social development. The better
options are schools that have a lot of supports and resources to enhance learning for children. Sure,
some rural schools do a great job building community within their learning environment and urban

schools typically have the edge here.

Technology is an investment in education. As outlined by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD, 2019), access to digital learning tools positively affects
students' educational experiences and academic performance. Urban schools are generally much
better resource to computers, internet facilities and digital learning platforms in contrast with the

many rural areas school which is meeting a dead end in this way.

The comparative literature reviewed evidences that there are substantial differences in the
schooling experiences between rural and urban areas. The academic performance and learning of
students is impacted based on infrastructure, quality of teachers, support provided by parents, the

socio-economic conditions of students and access to reasonable resources for studies. Despite
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numerous government efforts over the years to narrow these gaps, the educational inequalities

remain intractable.

Most studies conducted before focused on either academic performance or educational
infrastructure individually. Few studies have examined schooling experiences in a comprehensive
way, investigating aspects of learning environment, educational resources, and academic
performance jointly. Thus, this study aims to provide a well-rounded comparison of the schooling

experiences of rural and urban children in relation to the available educational literature.
Summary of Literature Review

Studies reviewed show that urban children have had more access to better schools, technology use
and family educational resources over rural children. On the other hand the small school and rural
schools have high community engagement with close teacher-student relationship. The existence
of educational disparity between rural and urban regions is confirmed by the literature, however it
makes a point that continued efforts need to be exerted in this field with respect to ensuring equity

and quality education for all children 2 4.
Objectives of the Study
In order to compare the schooling experience of children in rural and urban locations.

For investigating the discrepancies in educational accomplishment between rural and urban

children.
* To investigate the accessibility of educational materials in rural vs urban schools.
Compare learning environment of rural and urban schools

Main idea : To investigate the importance of educational facilities as a base for development and

improvement in both urban and rural assents.

Hypotheses of the Study

Null Hypotheses (Ho)

Hoi: The schooling experiences of rural children are not significantly different from urban children.

Change hypothesis-Ho2: No difference in academic achievement exists among rural and urban

children.

HO3 : Distribution of availability of educational resources are same (rural and urban school

equivalent.)
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Hoa: There is no significant difference in developing the learning environment of both rural and

urban schools™.

Hos: Rural and Urban children have non different school facilities
Methodology

Research Method

The Descriptive Survey Method was used in the current research to compare rural and urban
children's schooling experiences. It was deemed fit as it provides information about prevailing

educational situation, infrastructure of schools, learning conditions and students' performance too.
Sample

The sample of the research was consisted of 100 school children, which contained information
about 50 students from rural schools and another group of 50 students were selected from urban
schools. Participants were recruited via the Simple Random Sampling Technique in order to

minimize bias and ensure equal representation [13,14].
Tools
Data collection tools:

1. Schooling Experience Questionnaire constructed by the main investigator to collect data
on students' schooling experiences, learning environment, and school facilities.

2. Academic Achievement Records: Academic achievement records — this component is
used to measure students who have attained academic proficiency from school records.

3. Observation Schedule to gather information about the school infrastructure and educational

resources.
Data Collection Procedure

Permission was taken from the school authorities for the purpose of data collection from selected
rural and urban schools. The researcher visited the schools and administered this questionnaire to
students directly. You were given instructions on how to respond accurately. Data for academic
achievement were extracted from school records and observations on the educational facilities and
learning environment (human, material) available in the schools. Data collection and preparation

for statistical analysis.

Statistical Techniques
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Statistical analysis of collected data

1. Mean (M): To find the central tendency of various variables for students.

2. Standard Deviation (SD): So, we can level of variability across students' scores.

3. t-test: to compare the differences between rural and urban children, in terms of their
schooling experiences, academic achievement, educational resources and learning

environment.

These statistical methods enabled the study to derive conclusions relevant to the data and test the

hypotheses stated.
Data Analysis and Interpretation

Data were analyzed utilizing Mean, Standard Deviation and t-test to compare schooling of children

going through rural and urban Schooling. The results are reported and interpreted below.
Table 1

Differences between Children of Rural and Urban Schools

Group N Mean SD t-value
Rural Children 50 68.40 8.25

Urban Children 50 75.60 7.10 4.68
Interpretation:

The average score of urban children (75.60) is higher than that of rural children (68.40). So, the
computed t value (4.68) is greater than table value at 0.05 significant level. Hence, the null
hypothesis that there is no difference in schooling experience of rural and urban child does not

hold true. That is a lot of schooling difference between the two groups.
Table 2

The Academic Achievement of Children Raised in Rural and Urban Areas

Group N Mean SD t-value

Rural Children 50 70.20 7.85
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Group N Mean SD t-value
Urban Children 50 78.50 6.95 5.62
Interpretation:

The average academic achievement of urban children (78-50) is greater than that for rural children
(70-20). The computed t-value (5.62) is greater than the table value at 0.05 level of significance A
significant difference exists between the student’s acquired knowledge and academic achievement

of rural children than urban children therefore null hypothesis is rejected.
Table 3

A Comparison in Availability of Educational Resources

Group N Mean SD t-value
Rural Schools 50 65.80 8.60

Urban Schools 50 82.40 6.45 7.15
Interpretation:

The mean score for urban schools was also significantly higher (82.40 versus 65.80) as compared
to rural schools. A t-value of 7.15 is statistically significant. Thus, null hypothesis is rejected. That
indicates urban schools have bigger access to excellent college assets in comparability to rural

mega schools.
Table 4

Comparison of Learning Environment

Group N Mean SD t-value
Rural Schools 50 69.70 7.90
Urban Schools 50 77.80 6.75 5.48
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Interpretation:
Individual School Data Schools in Urban The mean score of urban schools (77.80) was higher than
that of rural schools (69.70). Téorico: 2.048 (N=10) The t-value determined is the calculated
statistic (5.48), so the alternative hypothesis is verified since this value is higher than the

significance of.05 Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and a significant difference in the

learning environment of rural and urban schools is indicated.
Table 5

Comparison of School Facilities

Group N Mean SD t-value
Rural Schools 50 66.50 8.15

Urban Schools 50 84.10 5.95 8.32
Interpretation:

The mean score was higher in urban schools (84.10) compared to rural schools (66.50). This t-
value (8.32) is significant at the 0.05 level Hence the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that,

urban educational set up is superior in facilities as compared to rural schools.
Overall Interpretation

The study finds that urban children have more positive schooling experiences, perform better
academically, enjoy greater access to educational inputs, attend school in a more favorable learning
environment and generally obtain the use of superior school facilities than rural children.
Actionable insights The t-values were significantly different from one another for each of the three
selected variables between the two groups. Hence, the study states that location is a significant
factor that determines what quality of schooling or other learning opportunities are available to

children.
Findings
The key findings of the study are given below

1. The study revealed a marked difference in schooling experience between rural and
rural/urban children.
2. Urban children performed better academically than their rural counterparts.

3. The availability of educational materials was greater in urban secondary than rural schools.
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4. Urban schools provided a more positive, resource-rich learning environment compared
with rural schools.

5. Urban schools had more well-built infrastructure and better educational facilities than rural
schools.

6. All two-tailed t-values were significant, resulting in the rejection of all null hypotheses.

7. It found that students' geographical location had a significant effect on their access to

education and the quality of the learning experience.
Discussion

The research demonstrates considerable differences between rural and urban schooling. Urban
children fared better academically and had more positive educational experiences than rural ones.
Such differences may be due to the presence of trained teachers, good infrastructure, accessibility

of technological tools and more parental assistance in our cities.

It also found that urban schools are more favorable as a learning environment since they offer
libraries, laboratories, digital resources and after school activities. On the other hand, many of the
rural schools are still facingissues like poor infrastructure, non-availability of teaching learning

materials and shortage of trained teachers.

Such differences have been documented previously for rural versus urban areas of education. The
findings underline the need to provide better educational infrastructure and learning opportunities
in these rural schools, which would ensure equitable access to quality education. We need to
address these disparities, so that we can have a more equitable education system and inclusive

growth.
Conclusion

Education is essential for the growth of children and society. The main aim of the present study
was to investigate the differences between rural children and urban children in terms on their
schooling experiences. The results show that in general urban children have access to better
educational infrastructure, a more learning-conducive environment and greater opportunities for

academic success than the rural child.

The study corroborate that there are statistically significant differences in respect to the academic
achievement, access to educational resources, learning environment and school facilities. Despite
the strides made towards improving access to education owing to various educational reforms and

government initiatives, rural schools are still a far cry from urban ones.
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Hence, we still need to upgrade our rural education sector but providing adequate infrastructure
and qualified teachers, technological resources and also establishing a supportive environment
which promotes learning. Addressing disparities in education will ensure all children have an equal

opportunity to reach their full potential and meaningfully contribute to national development.
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